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Mock Trial Participants Speak
by Terry Kerley

It's over. Five months of hell is
over. Mock Trial has run its
course and now I'll have to find
something else to occupy my
every waking hour, especially
Monday and Thursday nights.
Hmm . .. . I think I'll check in the
office and find ot.:t what courses I
registered for this semester. And
maybe I'd better look up the
definition of studying.
Now that it is over, there is the
inevitable question, "What Happened?" The final answer is, "We
lost." But behind those two words
are a welter of emotions; four
days of mental and physical
exhaustion; the edge of triumph,
and the final bitter disappointment. And behind all that IS five
months of intensive preparation;
all the insights and instruction
Mr. Stevenson and Judge Willis
could give; the comradeship that
developed between teammates;
and the development of five
individuals from unsure beginners to a finely honed and
self-confident work force. It all
ads up to an incredible learning
experience, which despite all the
late nights and long hours, was
worth every ounce of effort we
put into it.
For Jim Myers, Steve Langer,
and myself those four days were
a lesson in how to cope with
defeat, and the depressiOn that
results. Despite the many
assurances of our coaches and
teammates that we had done
well, the decisions against us left
us feeling that we had failed
them, and perhaps ourselves. It
was true that we encountered at
least one very difficult situation,
one about which nothing could be
done. But still, defeat does not sit
well after five months of training.

But we gained, as well as lost.
We discovered that what Mr.
Stevenson had told us was true.
The judges were the variables
you could not assess. Every
evlauator had a different idea of
what he or she was looking for.
One night we were tola we
weren't aggressive enough, the
next night we were told we were
too aggressive. Each evaluator
was more than willing to talk
about his techniques, his idea of
what to do and when, and what
actual judges want. The fascinating part was that none of them
agreed with each other. But the
insights and experiences of each
were well worth hearing. What
we learned will go a long way
towards keeping us from making
idiots of ourselves once we're
facing an actual trial situation.
My other teammates, John
Junke and Scott Wolfram had the
honor of competing in the finals. I
won't forget the level of intensity
in that trial, or their fine
performance. To sit back and
watch the competition between
confident and extremely competent students was a privilege. Of
course there was the "agony of
defeat," but that was cushioned
by the realization that the best
effort possible was put forth by
my teammates, as reflected by
scores that were only one point
apart. We, their teammates, and
Mr. Stevenson, and Judge Willis,
their coaches, are very proud.
Was it worth the insanity we
went through'? Hell, yes! I
learned more, experienced more,
enjoyed this more than anything
else I have done at this law
school. All five of us learned from
each other, honed our talents
among ourselves, and supported

each other wholeheartedly. We
had the privilege of developing a
warm friendship with Mr.
Stevenson and Judge Willis. The
stories we heard during those
early morning drinking sessions
about life here at the law school
in the 40's and 50's were worth the
late nights. (Beware Mr. Bartelt
-it may cost you a bit to keep
our mouths closed - especially
after that telegram.)
And we did bave fun. I can't
find anything to gripe about with
three nights of superb dinners,
good liquor, late ni~ht card
games, and practical JOkes. We
won't forget Mr. Stevenson's
reaction to eating octopus. We
were missing one person to play
cards that night.
A few final thoughts. Thank
you, Dan Murphy, for coming to
support us. We wish a few more
people had shown up to cheer us
on. Steve Langer, you have our
respect for having the courage to
be the first second-year student
to enter the competition. Mr.
Stevenson and Mr. Willis, thank
you for everything. That hardly
seems adequate, but it says it all.
Jim, John, Scott, Steve and I wish
you the best in whatever you do in
the future .
As for next year, I hope you
second year students try out for
the team. Not too many people
did try out this year, which was
unusual. Don't let interest in
Mock Trial die out. Keep in mind
that the most feared entrants in
the competition are Valparaiso
and Notre Dame. We've entered
the competition for 5 years and
been in the finals 3 years. Don't
let that tradition fade away.
You'll be cutting off a superb
learning experience.

Another Viewpoint
by John Junke
It's just the beginning, really.
To be sure, the competition is
over, but the scores and margins
are by no means the measure of
the two teams that took Valpo
into the finals of the Mock Tnal
Competition. The recurring_ reluctance of the judges to name a
winner, even when the performances by opposing teams were
not close, signalled the realization that such conceots as
"best " "better " "worse ,.., "winner "'and "los~r" have 'little to
say'about the quality of advocacy
that was evident for four days. In
a few years we will all possess
courtroom skills that are merely
imagined today. And so, it's no
less than a very good beginning.
Scott & I were fortunate to
make it to the final round; but
anyone who thinks we got there
alone is as misguided as those
who feel they "lost" by not
getting there. We were there with

three other team-mates and two
coaches, in addition to scores of
witnesses from our school who
put up with late rehearsals in our
own courtroom. I see the question
as "How did we get that far?"
rather than "what happened?"
We got that far because of the
support we received through five
months of overtime on everyone's part.
If there is any measure of
success to be sought, it will show
itself in the lives of those who
participated. You're a "winner"
If you can say you gave your
best; and no one, other than
yourself, can take a reading of
that score. Looking back to the
ragged rehearsals we conducted
in October, we all can measure a
tremendous amount of growth
and change. A direct examination that was finally honed down
to ten minutes of precise
testimony took three hours then,
and didn't carry one half of the

content that was evident in the
last rehearsals.
I believe that what we saw each
other become during our preparations goes much farther than
any judge's evaluation of three
hours' work in Chicago. The rules
required that they designate a
''wmner. '' Our rules require only
that we live as the "winners" we
know ourselves to be, according
to standards considerably
broader.
Words of thanks to Professors
Willis and Stevenson will never
suffice to indicate our gratitude
to them for the hours they
endured to assure our growth.
Perhaps a few years of skillful
advocacy in courtrooms where
the people and disputes are very
real will begin to repay them for
the talents they drew out of all of
us. Good memories and friendships outs any trophy we might
have won, and are much easier to
bear.

Dean Farago Elected
AALS Section Chairman
Assistant Pean John Farago
has been elected Chairman of the
Law and Education section of the
Association of American Law
Schools. Consisting of 152 faculty
members from law schools
across the country, the section's
subject matter is the legal
aspects of education, such as the
Buckley Act, students' rights, 1st
Amendment rights in school
publications, etc.
Farago, elected 1979 Chairman
at the fast section meeting, will
be responsible primarHy for
putting together the next section
meeting, which is to be held this

year in Arizona. In addition, he
hopes to publish a newsletter for
section members and, more
generally, to generate more
interest in this area of law. There
is an effort on the part of the
section members, Farago stated,
to reach out to non-lawyers educators - who must constantly
deal with rapidly changing legal
concepts.
Pointing out that educational
policy decisions are being made
In the le~al arena, Farago
outlined his plan to stimulate
interest at the upcoming national
meeting: he hopes to pit a

high-level federal bureaucrat
against a high-level public
educator for a debate on Title 9 or
Title 7 issues.
But plannin~ the national AALS
section meetmg is not the only
project Farago faces this year. In
April he wilf deliver a paper in
Washington, D.C., at a meeting of
the only project Farago faces this
year. In April he will deliver a
paper in Washington, D.C., at a
meeting of the Association fro the
Study of Higher Education. The
paper deals with "Le~al Aspects
of Information Flow' - in other
words, legal restraints on the
divulging of information.

Lake Superior Court Judge
James Kimbrough was named as
the nominee for a new federal
judgeship in Hammond.
U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Terre
Haute, announced that he will
recommend Kimbrough to President Carter.
Kimbrough would be Indiana's
first black federal judge.
Firsti he must be nominated
formal y by the president,
survive about six weeks' FBI
scrutiny and have his appointment approved by the U.S.
Senate.
The 44-year- old Kimbrough
was born in Selma, Ala., where
his father serves as a city
councilman.
He returned to his hometown in
1964 to take part in the late Rev.
Martin Luther King's integration
protest march from Selma to the
state capital of Montgomery.
Kimbrough said he believed the
civil rights activites in the 1960's
made it possible for his father to
be elected to office.
Kimbrough was graduated
from Fisk University in Nashville, Tenn., in 1956 and from
DePaul University Law School in
1959.
After passing the illinois Bar
Examination, he began his law
practice in Chicago1 where he
stayed until he was arafted into
the U.S. Army.
He returned to civilian life in
1962 when he be~an his law
practice in Gary with Frederick
Work, now Gary city judge.
''I came to Indiana with
misgivings," Kimbrough said
recently, ''but it has turned out to
be one of my wisest decisions."
Kimbrough was a lawyer on
county coroner's staff from 1966
until1968, when he was appointed
a Lake Criminal Court commissioner - a stand-in judge.
Kimbrough became a judge in
his own right in 1974 when Gov.
Otis Bowen appointed him to a
Superior Court, Crimina~ Ub.
vision, courtroom during the
court reorganization.
Kimbrough was appointed
Senior Lake Superior Court
Judge in December after former
Judge Andrew Giorgi was ousted
by referendum.
Lake Superior Court Judge
James Clement will assume the
senior judgeship if Kimbrough's
appointment to the federal bench
is confirmed by President Carter.
Kimbrough lives in Gary with
his wife, Faye, a Gary school
teacher, and children James 14,
and Kelly, 9.

Kimbrough has taught Trial
Advocacy at Valparaiso University School of Law for the past
three years. Combining the
teaching of technical skills with a
humorful disposition, Kimbrough
is respected and admired by all
his students.

Bayh said, ''l'l'IU~,\Jd
the .POsition o
nomma tions."
commission ree.ooun.e
persons to him,
had a tough time
some of the men a
didn't recommen .
Choosing from m~ng the six
Bayh said was "
of the most
difficult decisions I've had to
make during my political career.
He said the six fr m ach district
were all Democr ts, although he
said he didn't give political
instructions to the nominating
committee.
"The. charge I gave was to
consider individuals on merit. I
do not know what weight was
given to politics. Merit does not
automatically
disqualify
Democrat."
Bayh added that no final
determination had been made on
where the two judges would sit.
He said he "assumes Kimbrough
will sit in Hammond."
Asked about timing of
confirmation, Bayh suggested it
could be longer than usual
because ''there might be more
attention given to nominees of
somebody who sits on the Senate
Judiciary Committee.''
The VU students and faculty
congratulate Judge Kimbrough
on his nomination to the federal
judiciary and hope the nomination is swiftly confirmed. The
law community feels this opportunity could not happen to
finer or more dedicated person
than Judge Kimbrough. Our best
wishes.

Law Week Activities
submitted by Dan Wehrenberg
This year's Law Week activities will be held during the week
beginning April 2. The traditional
SBA sponsored luncheon and
Barristers Ball are scheduled for
Friday, April 6 and Saturday,
April 7, respectively. Friday
classes will end at 11:30 a.m. and
the luncheon will begin at 12:00
p.m. in the Great Hall of the
Union. The luncheon will be
buffet style with a choice of roast
beef or shrimp. Tickets are $3.00
for students, $4.00 for faculty and
$6.00 for guests.
On Saturday night the Barristers Ball will be held from 6:00
p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the Greek
Orthodox Church in Merrillville.
Cocktails will be served at 6:00
with the banquet to begin at 7:30
and dancing to follow at 9:00. The
banquet will be family style and
will offer chicken and two as yet
undecided entrees. The dance
will feature the Merrillville band,
"Sircus", and there will be two
bars with one away from the
music for those who like to drink
in a more relaxed atmosphere.
Ticket prices are the same as the
prices for the luncheon.
In additon to the Luncheon and
the Ball, plans for other Law
Week activities have also been
finalized. On Saturday Morning,
April 7 (weather permitting), the
Second Annual Law School Road
Rally will take place. The Rally is
an Oyler-Macke production and
trophies will be awarded to the
top three finishers. The Rally will
end in a picnic at Bicentennial
Park featuring a softball game
between the Law School No-Stars
and Porter County attorneys.
Also to be held at the picnic will
be the First Annual Concours de

Non-Elegance. This competition
is a Donn Wray production and is
a parody of the classic car
competitions where the most
exclusive cars grab the prizes.
However, Wray 's competition
will award top honors to the law
student who drives the worst car.
Points will be awarded for
removable paint jobs, high
mileage, dents, rust, leaks, holes,
sa~ging seats (of the cars, not the
dn vers), and missing parts.
Since many of the strongest
competitors will have the weakest cars, there is nor qwrement
of prior participation in the road
rally.
Donn will try to g.et Bruce
Berner, who has been developing
an expertise in defective cars, or
Louis Bartelt, who is an expert in
negligence (on w eels), to jud~e
the competition. First prize will
be one free lesson at the Don
Wray School of Better Driving.
Second prize will be two free
lessons. There may also be a
special Hornet award for the car
with the most dents.
On Thursday night, April 5, the
.Christian Legal Soc1ety will
present Kokomo attorney1 James
R. Butcher, speakifli on tne topic
of "Christianity and the Law."
Mr. Butcher is a past graduate of
Valparaiso Law School and has
been active in the Christian Legal
Society since 1968. He is currently
a Republican Senator in the
Indiana state legislature. The
speech will be held in the new
seminar room at 7:00p.m.
Other law school organizations
are also planning activities for
Law Week and information
concerning these activities will
be printed when the organizations finalize their plans.

Candidates' PageFORUM
Presidential Hopefuls
Krodel Responds to Students' Needs
plamts. Furthermore, in order to
msure accountability to the
student body, I would propose
As President of the Student Bar
Association, my primary goal monthly joint meetings of the
would be to respond to the SBA and the committee apstudents' needs, whether they be pointees who would report on
short term, as with our parking activities and receive student
lot problems, or long term, such opinions.
Anothe-r general problem, to
as student imput on faculty
selection. The SBA is designed to which I have alluded above, is the
meet these needs with effective lack of effective communication
between the SBA and the
leadershi~. The bylaws of the
organization provide for many students. Minutes of the meetin~s
student-faculty committees for are posted on the SBA Bulletm
example Clinic and Curriculum, board which would be continued.
and student committees, such as In addition, I would propose SBA
Grievance, to assure that the office hours, press coverage, or
student voice is heard. Appoint- officer reports, of the meetings
ments to these committees are and encourage student atmade by the President with tendance by holding meetings
approval from SBA membership, during free hours. The bylaws
which includes your elected require meetings at least once
representatives, the 2 student- every 2 weeks, by my past
faculty representatives, and the experience as a representative
remaining officers. As President, has proved that many issues and
I would seek responsible students tasks are not acted upon until
who are concerned with the members are threatened with a
policies and subject matter of the deadline. Therefore, I would
specific committee for the propose weekly meetings, one
appointments and exercise active session of each month being
supervision to guarantee that the allotted to faculty-student comadministration hears our com- mittee reports.

The above plans, which are
only a few of many, can be
summarized as a theory of
streamlining the Student Bar
Association to build a foundation
for an interchange of student
ideas and complaints. By doing
so, I believe we can strengthen
the student voice and gain
credibility as a true representation of our fellow law students.
This in turn, will help us to be
more effective in expressing our
views to the administration.
Needless to say, no one person
can manage an organization as
important and active as the SBA.
Every position is vital to forming
a dedicated and responsible
membership of students willing
to contribute time and energy.
The SBA conducts the Freshman
Orientation, the fall book
exchange, and hopefully a
semester exchange for next year,
the budget hearings, social
gatherings, and Law Day activities, to name only a few
tr_-aditional tasks. I hope you'll
give me the opportunity to serve
you in the upcoming school year.
Thank you.

Drayton Not A Fence Sitter
My name is Michael Drayton
and I am running for the position
of President of Valparaiso Law
School Student Bar Association.
While obtaining signatures on the
petition to run, I was asked the
basic questions most students
would probably want to know.
What do you feel are your
qualifications to be President?
My main qualification is that I
have never been afraid to work,
or to speak up when something
needs to be said.
Although I do not feel that
anyone can make absolute
promises of what they will do or
accomplish, especially in an
office that exists for only one
year, I can promise to give my

best shot on everything that SBA
is SU(>pose to do and any program
that IS attempted. At the present
time I have two main concerns:
one domestic; one scholarly.
First, there must be something
done about the parking lot
problem. This is something that
affects every law student everyday. There is nothing like looking
for a parking spot for ten or
fifteen minutes to rut one in a bad
mood. I am not promising that I
can get the lot enlarged, but I can
assure you all, that the subject
will not be dropped. A constant
noise will sometimes crack even
granite. Second, there should be
many more guest speakers
brought to our school. The law
school should not be a place of

limited exposure. My philosphy is
ask everyone that can be thought
of, as only two things can happen,
either they say yes or no.
Speakers will not come unless
they are asked, and asked early.
There are many more concerns
which should be brought to the
administration's attention; however, most students do not have
the time. I will make it my job to
have the time. Poor vending
machines, registration hassles,
the rif-off of library materials
are al matters which must have
something done or at least
attempted to be done about them.
The office of President is not an
office for a fence sitter, and I
assure you that I am not one who
sits on a fence.

Huey Understands Problems
With so many acitivites currently demanding your attention
-whether an appelate brief,
clerking job, or just preparing for
your next clas.s-an "election
campaign probably adds only
another annoyance to your
scliedule. Before you use this
issue of the Forum to accommodate the dog or line the
birdcage, however, take a minute
to give me the opportunity to tell
you why I am seeking your
support in my candidacy for SBA
President.
My conception of the org ,nization and the office of 3BA
President envisages no particular qualifications. I do not have a
"platform" per se, but I am at
the Law School from early in the
morning to late in the evening.

Consequently, if there is a
problem or inconvenience affecting you, it also affects me.
Insofar as I can usually express
myself without tripping over my
mouth, I can communicate these
needs to others as a first step
toward satisfying them. Furthermore, I have a genuine interest in
making things happen through
organized student government. I
am not asking for your vote to
enhance my resume; only to
make everyones' time at the Law
School just a little more
enjoyable.
I seek the position of SBA
President primarily to perfect a
new approach in student-administration dealings. At various
times in the two years I have
been at Valparaiso, the Administration has adopted policies

which have, quite frankly,
frosted my a--? In response, I
propose to create a special,
no-elected office of Student
Liason to the Dean. Its only
function will be to maintain a
constant channel of communication between the SBA and the
Dean. The Liaison is not to serve
as an advoce but merely as a
neutral "go between." To this
position, I would nominate
second year student Bill
Hoehner. As a more senior
member of the student body,
Bill's maturity and demeanor
will provide the added dimension
essential to effective studentadministrative interaction.
That is my position and whv I
seek your support. If you feel I
have the right tdea, vote for Reid
Huey for 1979-80 SBA President.

Koning/ Bradley/ & Appel Support Each Other
Propose Freer Lines of Communications
The SBA is, in essence, a
service oriented organization.
But this is a truism allowing for a
wide variance in one's perception
ofthe nature of that service. The
following people wish to announce their candidacy for next
year's SBA: Jim Koning, for the
position of President; Avery
Bradley, for the position of Vice
President: Dave Appel, for the
position of 3rd Year Representative. While each of these
candidates is running independently, they have chosen to
support each other in the
upcomin~ election. They take this
opportunity to outline briefly the
major concerns that will be
facing the new SBA.
It is essential that the SBA
function effectively as a group.
Organizations such as SBA
always exist in a tension. In one
sense the SBA shapes the student
body. In another sense, the
student body shapes the SBA. To
enhance this dynamic relation-

ship, it is important to improve
the channels of communication
between the students and their
representatives. The SBA office
must be open every weekday for
a designated period, so that there
is free access to information. The
students ·m ust be kept informed
as to how and why SBA funds are
being spent. The students must
be told what is happening on the
faculty committees. These basic
lines of communication must be
established and maintained so
that the SBA is not left to function
in a vacuum.
SBA also has a vital role to play
in bridging the growing rift
perceived between students and
the administration. There is
presently a lack of student access
and input into administrative
decision making which heavily
affects the quality of the
education received. The student
body is justified, as the present
time, in feeling cut off not only
from the administration's decision making process, but also the

results of that process. It has
been the experience of these
candidates that this doesn't stem
from a lack of interest on the part
of students. Some fundamental
decision will soon be made
concerning expanding the faculty
and the curriculum. At the very
least, students should be well
informed as to what decisions are
being made and why they are
being made. Since it has
apparently been left to the
students to take the initiative in
solving this problem, the SBA
seems the most appropriate
channel.
The candidates whose views
are here represented would also
like to point out that the election
is not far off. What is at stake in
the election is important enough
that there should be a full slate of
candidates for all the available
positions and some thoughtful
decisions in the voting process.
All first and second year students
are encouraged to think about
running for the SBA.

V.P. Candidate

Schuster
Expr~sses Concern
Being a first year SBA
representative, I have had the
opportunity to see just how much
of a voice the students have in
what goes on in this law school,
and I must admit, I've been quite
disappointed. However, I'm not
so sure the opportunity to be
heard isn't there. It may be that
we just don't fully utilize the
avallable channels for student
input. It appears to me that only a
handful of students are aware of
the channels available, and fewer
than that actually use them.
How many students know who
the members of the grievance
committee are'? For that matter,
how many students even knew
that such a committee existed or
what its purpose is? I would
venture to answer that a very
small percentage of the student
body knows. That's just one
example. I'm wondering how
many other committees exist
that I should know about or that
are available to the students so
that they might express their
opinions toward school policies
and activites. Moreover, I'm
interested in finding out what
new channels of communication
can be opened so as to allow the
students a maximum input into
what goes on in the school
Quite frankly, I'm fed up with
hearing nothing but rumors about
this and that, one contradicting
another, each becoming more
absurd than the one before it,

until the whole mess gets dumped
on the SBA president with
requests to "handle it." That's
not the way it should be done.
I'm running for the SBA vice
president position so that I might
remedy that situation and
institute programs that would be
effective in preventing the
student from being "stepped
upon'' or from being left in the
dark to take his pick from the
best rumors.
A system of committees could
be . s~t up . and-or present
revitalized which would provide
the students with information
"strai~ht from the horses
mouth ', if you'll excuse the
cliche. I believe it is important to
make the students aware of
what's going on around them and
to provide the student with a
direct link to the person or
persons to whom he or she might
wish to express their opinions and
ideas. That cannot be achieved
by ~oing through the SBA
president for everything. The
students must become involved.
By initiating the committees
and prompting them to meet
regularly and furnish the student
body with information which
might be of interest to them , I
think the SBA would really be
able to say that it is an active
representative body of all the
students. I would ask and
encourage you to talk to me about
any ideas you may have. After
all, I'm your representative.

3rd Yr. Faculty Rep

Cyze To Initiate Communications
byDonCyze
My experience at V.U. Law
School have led me to believe that
our greatest problem is the
apparent lack of communication
between the administration and
the student body. Although it is
easy to blame this deficiency on
Dean Ehren and his administration, the problem is equally
attributable to our 'student
representatives' of the past. If
elected to the position of Third
Year Faculty Representative, I
will initiate greater communication between the students and
their administration.
The present means of
informing students of current
issues confronting faculty-student
committees
seems
inadequate. This inadequacy has

resulted many times in either a
complete lack of information or
disruptive rumors and distortions
of fact. If an elected representative is to be an effective 'student
representative', the students
must know what is going on
before, not after, an issue is
resolved.
While I intend to be a vigorous
advocate of student interests and
views, my primary pledge to
V. U. law students is that I will
keep you informed. This will be
accomplished not only via the
SBA, but also through my
independent use of the Forum,
bulletin boards, and casual
conversation. I hope you agree
with my perception of the duties
of the Class Representative to the
Faculty.

Haller Effective Advocate
Faculy rep. responsibilities are
two-fold: to be a persuasive
advocate of student interests
before the faculty, to be an
effective pipeline back to the SBA
and to students directly. This
year the faculty committe~n
which students have two voteshas decided questions of major
interest to the whole student body
regarding the first year curriculum, readmissions andretention standards and procedures. The faculty have also
ruled in literally dozens of student petitions, each of which
represents a major decision for
the individual petitioner and each
of which also mvolves standards
and values by which, in the end,
we all rise or fall.
As incumbent 2nd year faculty
rep. I have made myself
available as advocate for any
student asking my assistance. I
have also faithfully communicated faculty action back to the
SBA at its regular public
meetings. Prior to each faculty
meeting I have tried to determine
student opinion, as guides for

decision. Better procedures are
needed for faculty reps to
function effectively in the latter
two areas.
In regard to such needed
improvement I have urged better
coordination of feedback during
SBA meetings and in between
meetings from the appointed
student members of faculty
sub-committees. Often the two
faculty reps have not been
informed, by either the administration or student committee
persons, of important matters
being considered and coming up
for a vote until the very eve of a
meeting. I think that if the SBA is
to fulfill its responsibility to the
students who fmd it, and if the
law school is ever to function
primarily on fact rather than
rumor, that those who accept
elected or appointed positions
must be willing to provide the
coordinated input which would
make SBA meetings interesting
and important enough that the
FORUM might send a report
regularly.
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The Midnight Writer
There is a need for mor-e than one
• on th e 1aw
erspec
lVe
pr~fo~nd
t
P
12:00 am - I would be willing to
wager that my fellow law
students did not once during the
holy month take a moment from
the pleasures of their material
comforts to share their affluence
with persons less fortunate or
ponder some of life's not-sopleasing social whys: Why is it
that a nation founded on the
principles of equality can, in 1979,
still permit racial inequities and
injustices to exist within its
midst; or why is it that the
existence of the elementary
human rights to life, to progress,
to work and to happiness have
become privileges m America,
which can only be exercised by
those persons who either have the
right skin color or an honorary
equivalent. or why is it that
racial minorities have a higher
percentage of their people in Jails
and prisons than their white
counterparts?
Think about why, for the
answer you come up with may
supply the answer to why Black,
Hispanic, Native American and
Asian law students feel a heavy
sense of isolation in schools
where their numbers in the
general enrollment reflect a
grossly disparate ratio: like 120
to 1. I respectfully submit that the
answer to all the above posed
questions is the same; it all

comes down to a matter of skin
color .
Fellow law students, tonight
I'm going to share with you what
it feels like to be a Black law
student isolated in a legal
learning environment that has
been designed to shape and mold
minds to reflect and propagate a
particular value and logic
system.
A Black person comes into law
school with a perspective on the
law , society, morality and justice
that has grown out of his or her
experience of being Black and
second class in America; a
perspective that is completely
different from that evidenced by
white law students or reflected by
the white legal institution.
The law school, as a white
institution, run by all white
administrators, all white tenured
professors and all white trustees,
reflects the prevailing white
perspective on the law. The two
perspectives, Black and white,
meet head on in a clash of ideals
and values . But because of the
weight and force of law, custom
and usage placed behind the
prevailing white perspective, the
~ha~lenge of ,the ~lack perspectIve IS all but lost m the noise of
law professors reciting and law
students echoing the incantations
of black letter ru~es and legal

Porter County
Wrap-Up
Compiled by Charles Weiner
Only in Porter County ... Sheila
J. and Herman L. Loving
received their divorce decree
Valentine's week. What a loving
couple.
Herbert Snyder announced his
candidacy for the Valparaiso
mayoral race. When asked what
he considered the city's major
problems, the candidate asked to
take a cab home. (VidetteMessenger) To illustrate that all
people are prosecuted in Porter
County without any consideration
given to their wealth or
community status, the local
prosecutor attempted to come
down hard on local merchant
Burt Langer for the sales of
illegal fireworks. The defend
ant's attorney explained that he
too purchased fireworks as many
other prominent Valparaiso citizens did, so that an old-fashioned
July 4th could be had. $300 fine,
no Jail. The local law should be
happy that Langer did not wage a
constitutional battle. Better luck
next summer. . . . Kris Kringle is
also on trial in Porter County.
Edward Warner, 70, arrived at a
hearing, on a motion to suppress
evidence found in his home when
his wife Elizabeth, 79, was found
shot to death, sporting a beard
that would make most Christmas
department store Santas envious.
A harmless-looking man, Warner
is charged with the first-degree
murder of his wife and the
shooting of state police Sgt.
George Navarre. Confined to a
wheelchair fr:om injuries s .--:.:stained in an allege9 shootout with
police, Warner apfeared to be
dazed as if he didn t understand
what was happening. "Justice,"
he explained to this reporter in a
brief conversation, "is when one
liar goes against the other liar,
and are backed up by two more
liars. Four liars equal a fact. This

is no justice." Warner sat in his
mobile chair, unmoving with two
or three whispers passed to
defense counsel Max Cohen.
Further arguments on the
motions are scheduled for March
7. Check your local listing for the
time in your area.
To linger a little longer on the
Langers, son Steve during recent
Mock Trial Competition in
Chicago, after an unfavorable
evidentiary ruling asked the
judge where his regular court is
held. Why? Steve wished to avoid
the court so that he can save his
secretary two days that would be
spent on typing the errors of the
jud?e in a Motion to Correct. Well
put.
Congratulations to former VU
grad Don and Kathleen Evans
upon the opening of their practice
in Valparaiso. Don just finished
putting the finishing touches on
the over 100-year old home on
Morgan Boulevard.
Prof. Jack Hiller's East
African Makonde Carvings are
on display at the VU Union
Building. Also on display is a
working exhibit of the mventiveness of Leonardo Da Vinci.
Congratulations go to Richard
Cagen on making Valparaiso
University Schoof of Law Law
Review. Condolences and our
deepest sorrows go to Richard
and his family on the death of his
father, Philip M. Cagen. A
practicing attorney in Valparaiso
for 25 years, Phil Cagen will be
missed by the community at
large.
The Valparaiso Client Counseling Competition team has been
announced. The members include Eric Lewis, Glenda Drinkham, and Jill Sisson.
Former front-office secretary
Kathy Mclnery and husband
Je:rry are the proud e_arents of

axiOms. The confrontation leaves
the Black law student with a
sense of _isolation,
reJection and oppressiOn.
The Black law student realizes
early in his legal education that
being different and having a
different perspective and a
different logic system is a
hindrance to learning rather than
a plus. He or she knows that
learning what the law is is more
important to graduating than
learning how to improve it. As a
student, responsible for learning
what is being taught, I have no
choice but to learn the law as it
exists. Regardless of the fact, I
would just like to know when the
time will come within the
learning process for me to
present a perspective on why
most of the laws need to be
changed or revamped.
Let me give you an idea of what
I'm talking about. In Berman v.
Parker 348 U.S. 26, 75 S. Ct . 97,
the Supreme Court ruled that the
acquisition of real property by
emment domain, to be sold for
redevelopment pursuant to the
District of Columbia Redevelopment Act of 1954, was constitutional even though the land would
be sold to private developers
engaged in private enterprise.
(In other words, land was to be
taken from one private citizen

and g1ven to another under the
guise of eminent doman.) The
Court in this case relaxed the
·' public use test" for eminent
domain mandated by the 5th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Because no one was sensitive to
the effect the Act and ruling
would have on Blacks and
Hispanics, their land and homes
were taken through redevelopment (a lot of the homes were
not slum dwellings) and given to
private developers who put up
$100,000 town houses and luxury
high rise apartments, which were
affordable only by the affluent.
These indigent people got very
little in return for their land and
now find themselves displaced
and living on welfare. Where is
equity? This is a Black perspective on a case that for most of you
presented no real moral dilemma.
Without going into detail to
describe all the other laws that
work an injustice on Blacks and
other racial minorities, it is
evident in law school that the
presentation of the problem,
insensitivity to the rights of
racial minorities, is not worthy of
treatment. As a result the legal
education as presently provided
is inadequate; it does not make
legal scholars aware of the
shortcomings, limitations and

© by DICTA, Suffolk University Law School, Boston,
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Oceanfront • Informal • Beautiful

FLORIDA FAMILY FUN!
IIP.!J~:!;52i!~ Year 'round resortFlorida's finest fishing!
Unspoiled Atlantic Ocean beach, magnificent swimming pool , day/ night tennis,
boating, finest oceanfront French/
American Gourmet dining, coffee shop,
atmospheric Yellow Submarine Cocktail
Lounge - entertainment/ dancing
nightly. 150 luxurious rooms all with
·;
private balcony and oceanview, color
I> ~/;
TV . Banquet, meeting facilities. Free

TYPING WANTED
EXPEREINCED TYPIST
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CALL: LYDIA DELCOURT
PHONE: 463-4625

their first child. Daughter
Melissa Erin weighed in at 8lbs.,
1 oz., on February 8, 1979.
Valparaiso University recently
attained its FORWARD TO THE
EIGHTIES goal of $28,150,000 one
year ahead of its target date.
Chairman of the University's
Board of Directors, Dr. Paul Brandt, called the campaign "the
most successful effort in ValJ?araiso's 120-year history." Momes
raised by the fund-raising effort
were used for current operations,
endowment, Urschel Hall which,
upon completion, will serve the
College of Business Administration, the Werner addition to
the Law School building, and the
renovation of dormitories and the
Union.
The ABA-LSD recently announced that in order to
accommodate those schools considering summer programs, a
new Law School Services Fund
grant has been added. The new
date is June 1, 1979. The Chicago
LSD office is looking forward to
receiving the grant applications.
THERE WILL BE NO FORUM
NEWSPAPER NEXT YEAR
unless interested first and second
year students come forward
NOW and volunteer assistance.
We need reporters, photographers, cartoonists, and generally people with ideas who will
im~lement them. All talk, no
actiOn, no FORUM.
Charles Weiner was recently
asked by West Publishing
Company to write a profile of VU
Law School. To be used in a book
which will profile all 168
AALS-approved law schools, the
book differs from the Pre-Law
Handbook in that the latter's
profiles are usually written by
the administration. Little does
West know of Weiner's cryptical
writing methods ... .

injustices of the law; instead, it
leaves them with the misguided
impression .that the greater body
of law applies equally and fairly
to protect everyone's interests.
If law schools are serious about
discharging their duty to provide
qualified candidates for the legal
profe~sion, th.ey will provide a
learnmg environment in the
classroom that allows a clash
between competing and conflicting ideas about the law, a clash
bet~een White,. Black, Hispanic,
Nahve Amencan and Asian
perspectives on justice and
fairness. It can't be stressed too
much that the only perspective on
the law is white and it IS obvious
that it is narrowly defined and
inadequate for protecting the
rights of racial minorities.
As long as Blacks and other
racial minorities are under
· represented in law school their
perspectives on the law will
continue to be overshadowed and
dominated. With more and more
people becoming disillusioned
with the law and the ability of
lawyers and judges to protect
their interest, I ask: Who is more
uniquely qualified to assess the
degree to which the law is
adequately serving the needs of
the politically powerless and
judicially abused than the
victims? It's a question of
perspectives.

.

./

1.," ·,.

'~-~ ~~.V
'\ . - ~~
-- ·7: ~.
~ i '\t. , .... ~ .

'rt-'V

Jc~"'.

,-~_.A~·'

.

1

.·
I

\

,

'>

limo service from Ft. Pierc~ airport. /
Great golf nearby. Easy dnv.e to ~
./~ Disney World.
.:. ·

1 ,

,J•'·'

' . . 0 : ,"'; · A /~~.:!-( On the famous Treasure
.~
!\ ,,
'tJ ~ )~
Coast- in the Indian River "~p-l-

f·

. , ~ . _. . ""~'-Citrus Country
tf- ~'-.TREASURE COAST-------------------~-· ..

. RAMADA INN OCEANSID~_pJ
2600 No . A-1-A, Fort Pierce, Flor ida 33450

Dept. 2608

Please send free brochure, rates :
Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________

City , State, Zip _____.....__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Phone Toll Free 1-800"-327-0312

---· ... - ....... --. ·····-··-·-1
; )4ooNLIGHr S~~~~-J

;;;u;us·-~ fJIIIl RPNIDED
--HtJURS-

NOW 0P£N
---__.
~Pfl/Ait

'11L Ml ON ITE .MDN· -4;AT.

IN EMU 8PM-MIDNITF

Good Thru March 10 w/VU Student I.D.

f'lratER5 of SEER~ IJ9

WITH PuRCHASE OS: TWO S~OWIGM£S

MON. Reg.t"3'9 S'N~D M~ R00Ms6g 4 --r:RIOAY ~.o¥P CA~S:C OF WINE J.'l fl9
{CHEESE SALL WITH CRACKERS "f II- •

VIEOS. CHEESE '- CMCI9S ~
~ 69
AND CA~E Ot= WINE
4.14 ~ 6J11 •
.:---

\l\
I

I lid£ 4

THE FORUM

Rotter's Roost

Cheated Again

Law Students Give Good Puck

Development, Pr1ctice, and
learning through imitation are all
factors when building one's
athletic skills. This is just what
happens every weekday night at
Kirchoff Park. Rich Nugent (2nd
year), as coor~nat~r and ~u~r
visor of the skatmg rmk activities
there, has introduced some Law
School members onto the hockey
rink to aid young area players .
Law students taking part are
Paul Karkula, Jim Koning, and
Gerry Kray, who all concede to
be the best.
All of the youngsters that I
spoke with were enthusiastic for
the older competition and enjoy
all aspects of the sport involvmg
coordination and puck control.
Most shy away from physical
contact, especially with Kray.
The kids range in age from 10-16
and come in all sizes. All get
equal time on the ice and are self
policing in that respect.
The draw for the law students
is easy to see. Participation
allows a break from studies,
involves physical exercise, and
grants the opportunity to do a
little good. With all said and done,
both the kids and the law students
have a good time and derive a
benefit.

If you can recall, an article
appeared in a fall issue of THE
FORUM complaining of a lack of
information as to the Vollevball
Tournament . By reason of this
lack of mformation the team was
never given a chance to play and
thereby was precluded from
earning points toward the I.M. All Sports trophy. Well it's
happened again . This time to the
Bowling Team .
Even after a representative of
the Law School met with the
director of intramurals and
successfully argued for the
placement of women on the
Bowling Team, the school went
uninformed about when and
where competition would take
place. Now it seems to me that
the I.M. director knew we were
interested in competing and still
failed to inform us. Whether or
not the director intentionally
failed to inform us or if our
representative erred thrugh neglect I cannot say . Either way we
are being foreclosed from
competition in the minor sports.
In light of this I think its high
time we either take a good look at
the representatives we have or at
the system of communication
between the I .M. director and the
school. This I urge on the behalf
of the fine athletic effort put forth
by the B.A.R.D. teams this year.

A very special vacation haven
in impeccable taste

New, uncrowded , unspoiled , charming ,
year-round resort . Ocean bathing , secluded
oceanfront sunning area, pools1de coffee
shop/lounge. Informal brunches/
fash ion shows around the atrium
Indoor/outdoor swimming pool.
Gourmet dining in renowned
ARENA "Hous~of
Fin~Beef" RESTAURANT
Famous salad buffet. succulent
entrees , top entertainment, live
music, dancing nightly. Each
room has ocean view , elegant
decor, color TV . Reasonable
rates prevail. Near smart shops ,
fishing . sailing , water skiing ,
tennis , golf. Come , reserve your
own very special place in the sun.

Sheraton Regency Resort Hotel
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ON
Family Day
$2.00 off either of our family
platters
MONDAYS - Take the Pepe's
Challenge- all the tacos you can
eat with the purchase of one
pitcher of beer or soft drink per
table for $2.95 per person.
SUNDAYS -

QUASI-CONTRACTS

1209 N. Calumet Ave.

TUESDAYS- Senior Citizens Day
anyone 58 & older eats 1f2 price
(excludes beer & wine)
WEDNESDAYS- Buy one pitcher
of beer and get one free.
THURSDAYS - Student Day
anyone with current student
I.D. 's gets 10 percent off
Phone (219)462-384

The only team which played
another law school team and
came up losers. They played
OTTO in the season opener and
despite great heighth couldn't
pull it off. They went on to post an
above .500 season and thereby
qualified for the tournament,
only to lose in the first round.
Team members include Bruce
Van Heuke!m , . Scott Wolfram,
Pat Schuster, Dave Kolby, Jim
Walsh, Tom Sciortino, and late
comer, Dan Lane. Although it
took awhile to get on track, this is
probably one of the better teams
the Law School has to offer.

Gilbert's
On Basketba II
BARD Boys Bounce
Into Playoffs
Bein~ in the Fraternity league
is nothmg like the Big 10 but it is
the best basketball at Valparaiso
(including the Varsity team).
Thus far BARD has managed a
9-3 record in regular season play
and a 1-0 mark in the
tourna_ment. Law School players
are Dan Ostojic (2nd year>, Mike
Petkovich (3rd year), and Joe
Jaskowiak (3rd year).

Res Judicata
A group of Squirrels by another
nax•te still Fly the same. Yes, the
Flying Squirrels changed names
in an attempt to break with the
poor record of the past. Although
the name may have helped it
looks like personnel changes
were more beneficial. The
addition of Cliff Johnson and Milt
Travis brough more speed and
ball control to the team. This was
a big factor in a .500 season (4-4)
and a huge improvement over no
wins in the previous year. Other
team members are R.M. Brown,
Scott 'Team' Byerly, Ross
Ricker, Captain E .T. Ummel,
new member Rich 'Rebound'
Buckler, and Greg Rotter.
Acquisition of a solid center may
put this team on the map next
year.

Like other secondary material
Gilbert's is woefull y lacking
when compared to the real thing,
like a real basketball team .
Despite lack of interest from
Altho the average height on the team members, the season ended
team (to the exclusion of with two wins (one by forfeiture)
Anderson and Dudderar) is a against nine losses. They begged
mere 5'5", the 'Midgets' played me not to do it, but for the record,
with big hearts . Their 8-3 record the team consisted of: Rich
for regular season play will attest Nugent and 'Rapid' Robert
to that. Having lost in the first Palmer along with Pepper Goad
Forwards were
round of the tournament at least at Guard .
they have the satisfaction of 'Lea pin ' Lee Smiertelny, Cliff
having made it . Team members Duggan, Paul Sauerteig and
include Captain Gary "OTTO ' Greg Rotter. Purported team
Kovanda, , Jay Pohlman, the captains and playing center were
·diminutive duos of Andy Tanzillo Buddy Balogh and Ken Kingm~
and Tom Thanas, Phil 'Jacques'
LaMere, Ken Anderson and Fred
Dudderar. The team's cornerstone is hustle and quickness
which easily converts into points
via the fast break.

OTTO Comes
Up Short

"Double
Vision"

$7.98 List
ONLY

$4.99

tncluding:
Until The Ni9ht
My life

$8.98 List

BILLY JOEL

ONLY

"52nd

$5.99

Street"'

" Big Shot
Honesty

Stiletto

PLUS:

Open Challenge
I would like to take this space to
advocate an all law school
basketball tournament. The
teams would be limited to law
school members. The contemplated contest would be played in
one day and staged at Hilltop
~pysical Education co~pl~x.
The tournament would be double
elimination and teams would be
supplied by idle teams. Any
interested parties should contact
me, Greg Rotter.

FOREIGNER

Thousands of used LP's and tapes
priced from $1.99 - $2.99. All guaranteed.
Large Selection
of bongs, pipes, papers and other
smoking supplies. Discwasher kits - $13.99.
oz. refills only $1.99 and much much more.

T

E

A

WE BUY USED LP's & TAPES

